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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Spiritans in Mexico
In our last issue we mentioned the opening of a house of
studies in Tampico for the first two Mexican candidates for
the Congregation. It was in 1971 that three Spiritans (Frs.
George Reardon and Charles Coffey of USA West, and Patrick Townsend of Ireland) took up work in Mexico. They
had just left Peru, where they had been working among the
shanty dwellers near Arequipa, in the south of the country.
Work had been taken on there in 1966, at the request of the
Holy See, but complications with the authorities caused the
withdrawal after four years. (This was, in fact, the Congregation's second short stay in Peru, as Spiritans had run the
French College of Saint Louis in Lima from 1892-98.)
Looking for another apostolate among the poor, the three
Spiritans were directed to the Diocese of Ciudad Valles in
Mexico as "the poorest diocese, with the fewest priests and
the most abandoned people". Here they were received with
open arms by the Bishop, who invited them to work with the
Huastecan Indians in the mission parishes of Tanlajas and
San Antonio.
By the end of 1973, the group had grown to eight men in
five mission parishes: Frs . Charles Coffey, Kenneth Milford,
John Schlicht, Clement Lachowsky and John Yates from the
Province of USA West, and Frs. John Cassin, Joseph Tobin
and Patrick Comerford from the Province of Ireland. Fr.
Townsend had died on 30 Oct. 1971, only eight months
after arriving, but in his short time there he had made a deep
impression on the people and his tomb in the church of San
Antonio is still venerated. Fr. Reardon became Provincial of
USA West in 1976 and died in 1980.
Today the team in Mexico is composed of six members
of USA West and one each from the Provinces of Canada,
Ireland and France (plus a student from France). They staff
five missions, with about 100 dependent villages and a total
population of 80,000. Most of these are Huastecan and
Nahuatl Indians, who speak their own languages, and there
is a small minority of Spanish-speaking mestizos. (Although
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the name sounds like ·Aztec', Huastecan is in fact a Mayan
language, and the Aztecs spoke Nahuatl.)
The largest mission is Tanlajas, which has only about
1,000 people at the centre but some 25,000 more in 30
surrounding villages . It is staffed by Frs. John Yates and
Frank Santos. At Tancanhuitz (4,000, with 16,000 in 32
villages) there are Fr. Alo"is Gutzwiller (of the French Province, who, after working for many years in Canada, went to
Mexico in 1979 at the age of 65), Fr. Pat Comerford (now of
USA West) and a French scholastic, Jean-Marc Goepfert.
Coxatlan (3,000, plus 13,000) is staffed by two young Spiritans, Frs . Robert Burns and Wayne Epperley. Fr. Joseph
Tobin, a member of the Irish Province who worked for many
years in Nigeria, is alone at San Antonio (400 at the centre,
plus 7,000), and the group superior, Fr. Frank Kichak, is at El
Pujal (3,000, plus 8,000), which is the closest mission to the
diocesan town of Ciudad Valles. Three Presentation Sisters
have been helping by operating a medical clinic since 1980.
The total area of our missions is 1,500 sq. kms. (600 sq.
miles) and the average time from one of the central missions
to the villages is a half-hour by jeep and a climb of 1-2 hours
on foot uphill. The people are marginalized, largely illiterate
and suffer from the effects of malnutrition. Their work is
agricultural, e.g. the cultivation of oranges, maize and sugarcane, for which they are paid about US $3 a day. One of
the main pastoral tasks is the training of catechists (of
whom there are about 250 at present) and the finding of
suitable community leaders. Most of the people are baptized, but their understanding of the faith is rudimentary and
religious practice is low. In these circumstances religious
vocations are necessarily few, but the area has produced
one Nahuatl diocesan priest, five major seminarians and ten
nuns. This year two Huastecan Indians - Juan Cruz Martinez
and Inocente Martinez - presented themselves as Spiritan
candidates, and on 1st August they took up residence with
Fr. Antoine Mercier, of the Province of Canada, in an apartment in Tampico near the major seminary, where they will
do their studies. Contreres who would like to volunteer for
Mexico would certainly be welcomed. The superior, Fr.
Kichak, is looking for five more Spiritans to help . in the
work.

Spiritans in Paraguay
The Spiritan mission in Paraguay was started from Trinidad on 20 Nov. 1966, with the arrival of Fr. David Keegan,
who was joined shortly afterwards by Frs. Sydney Chang
and Neil Rodriguez. (Fr. Keegan was from the Irish Province
but had been working in Trinidad. He was superior of the
Paraguay mission until he left to work in Brazil in 1971 .)
They were joined later by Fr. Joseph Harris, Fr. Peter
Wayow and Br. Philip Howard. Work was taken on in the
capital, Asuncion, and in the country parish of Lima, some
350 kms. to the north-east, which had not had a resident
priest for the previous 75 years and had been visited by a
priest only once a year.
Paraguay has been governed for the past 31 years by
General Alfredo Stroessner. Its population of 3,200,000 is
of mixed Indian and Spanish descent, and is bilingual, speaking both Guarani and Spanish. The people of rural areas like
Lima speak Guarani rather than Spanish and make a modest
livelihood out of agriculture (cattle, cotton, tobacco, vegetable oils) and forestry, but, as in many Latin American countries, most of the land is owned by a few rich families and
multinationals, and the campesinos work hard for small returns.
As well as bringing the sacraments to Lima, the Spiritans
also helped to improve education, medical services and the
growth of cooperatives.
"In 1975 serious difficulties
arose," as the Superior General reported to the 1980 Chapter. "Some confreres who were working with the poor in
basic communities were accused of subversive activities.
The Government intervened severely and by 1976 there
were only two Spiritans leh in Paraguay." Trinidad felt no
longer able to continue the mission on its own, and the
1976 Enlarged General Council decided to make it an international team.
Other Provinces rallied to the. call, and today the team in
Paraguay is a truly international one: five from France, two
from Spain, and one each from Switzerland, Portugal, Canada and Trinidad. Several of them have had previous missionary experience elsewhere.
Lima is now staffed by Fr. Michel Vacherand (at 61 the
oldest of the team), Fr. Pierre Juveneton and Br. Joseph Le
Gall, all from France. Br. Joseph specializes in the training
of lay leaders and community building. The population of
the Lima area is some 22,000, spread over 40 compafifas,
which are civil divisions, each containing about 40 families,
and which are also, in general, the ecclesial basic communities.
Another community of Spiritans lives at Chore, 55 kms.
from Lima, with a population of 40,000 in 70 compafifas.
The group superior, Fr. Conrad Mauron (Switzerland) lives
here, with Frs. Vitor Martins de Oliveira (Portugal), Jean
Coquerel and Roland Schmidt (both from France). Lima and
Chore were in the diocese of Concepcion until 1978, when a
new diocese of San Pedro was set up.
Travel is difficult in these rural areas, with dirt roads in
poor condition, and some places can be reached only on
horseback. The living conditions of the confreres are of the
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simplest, and they
give a true witness of
living poorly with the
poor. They eat regularly with the people,
sometimes staying for
a night or more in a
compafifa. Fr. Watters, who visited Paraguay from the Generalate earlier this
year, accompanied Fr.
Martins one day to
three compafi{as, in
each of which Mass
was celebrated in the
open and some 30
baptisms done.
"It
was a very .full day's
work,"
he
commented, "greatly facilitated by Fr. Martins'
fluency in the Guarani language." As in many Latin American
countries, popular religiosity manifests itself in devotion to
the Saints, processions, traditional funeral rites and an annual pilgrimage to the national shrine of Our Lady of Caacupe.
In Asuncion, the confreres work in two parishes. Fr.
Bernard Roy (Canada) is the first pastor of a new parish, of
the Sacred Heart, in a working-class area on the outskirts of
the city, where he has recently been joined by Frs. Esteban
Ruiz and Fernando Herraiz of Spain. The parish of St. Joseph the Worker, in a suburban area with a mixture of middle-class and poor residents, was run for several years by
Fr. Joseph Harris, a former group superior who made a big
impact on it, and is now run by Fr. Philip Howard (Trinidad).
Fr. Howard had earlier served as a Brother on the Paraguay
mission, and it is noteworthy that two others of the team
(Frs. Coquerel and Ruiz) had also originally made their profession in the Congregation as Brothers.
Also in Asuncion is Laval House, which was bought for
the Congregation by Archbishop Lefebvre in 1967 and is the
meeting place for Spiritans. It has recently been renovated
by Fr. Coquerel, to provide accommodation for eleven, together with an oratory, meeting room and small garden.
The confreres in Asunci6n meet there every Monday, and
those from Lima and Chore usually stay for a week or two
when they go into Asuncion on business - a 350-km. journey of 6-7 hours, two-thirds of it on a dirt road that can be
almost impassable in the wet season.
One could not close this brief account of the Congregation's work in Paraguay without mentioning the help given
by the Sisters of the Holy Family of Bordeaux in providing
medical services in the Lima area, and the assistance of lay
associates such as those from Spain and from VICS in Canada. They have helped in human promotion, in evangelizing
and catechetical work and in the training of lay leaders for
the communities.

Lima church in the background.

Laval House.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 21 Oct., appointed Fr. Vincent GRIFFIN as District
Superior of Makurdi for a second three-year term, beginning
on 3 Jan. 1986;
• on 25 Nov., confirmed the election of Fr. Cornelius T .
McQUILLAN as District Superior of Puerto Rico for a threeyear term beginning on 1 Jan. 1986;
• wishes to communicate to all members of the Congregation that, because of the General Chapter next year, the
Generalate will be closed to all visitors during the
months of July and August.

Visits
The following are the Visits being made by the Superior
General and the General Assistants in the period NovemberMarch:

Fr. Timmermans: 1-15 Nov. (Poland), 27 Nov.-15 Dec.
(Nigeria), 6-13 Jan. (Guinea), 13 Jan .-7
Feb. (Senegal), 7-13 Feb. (Congo), 20
Feb .-7 Mar. (Ireland) .
9-13 Nov. (Belgium), 1 Dec .-18 Feb .
Fr. Gross
(Senegal and Mauritania).
Fr. Torres Neiva 1 Dec.-5 Feb. (Senegal and Guinea-Bissau) .
4 Dec .-7 Jan. (Nigeria), 31 Jan.-7 Mar.
Fr. Ezeonyia
(Ireland).
8-13 Nov. (Germany), 30 Dec .-20 Feb.
Fr. Trachtler
(Angola), 20 Feb.-14 Mar. (Southern
Africa) ."
31 Jan. -7 Mar. (Ireland).
Fr. Bevan
19-22 Nov. (Switzerland), 1-21 Jan.
Fr. De Boer
(East Afr. Found.).
2-31 Dec. (Pakistan), 31 Jan.-7 Mar.
Fr. Watters
(Ireland) .

First Appointments
On 7 Oct . the General Council made First Appointments
to the following circumscriptions :
HAITIAN GROUP
Jeffrey DUAIME (USA/E)
BRAZILIAN FOUNDATION Carlos GUIMARAES (Brazil)
Raimundo Valentino de SOUZA
(Brazil)

Fr. General decorated
At a reception at the French Embassy to the Holy See on
21 November, the Superior General, Fr. Frans Timmermans,
was made an Officer of the French National Order of Merit.
Among the guests at the reception were Fr. General's brother, Mr. Hermann Timmermans, Consular Attache of the
Dutch Embassy in Budapest, the Spiritans in Rome and representatives of other Congregations . In conferring the medal, the Ambassador, M. Bertrand Dufourcq, mentioned Fr.
General's long links with France and its culture, his service
as a missionary in Bangui, and his guidance of a Congregation which has done much for French-speaking countries in
various parts of the world, as well as directing the French
seminary in Rome . In his reply Fr. General said that he had
received much from France and his French confreres and
that he accepted the decoration as an honour conferred on
the Congregation. "Thinking of all these confreres and
friends," he said, "especially those exercising their ministry
in Africa and Latin America, or in the work of Auteuil, I know
that they would deserve far more than myself the distinction
that is conferred on me today. I think in particular of my

Mr. Hermann Timmermans, the Dutch Ambassador,
Fr. General and the French Ambassador.
young French confrere Jean-Etienne Wozniak, who was
killed recently in an ambush .in Angola, and of all those who
have chosen to share the insecurity and privation of the poor
in Angola, Za"ire, Paraguay... That is why I see in this ceremony a recognition, by the official representative of France,
of our Congregation's call to the service of the underprivileged ... "

European Provincials' Meeting
The meeting of the Provincials of the ten European Provinces is an annual event now, and their fourth meeting was
held at the Spiritan house at Aranda, Spain, 170 kms . north
of Madrid, from 21-27 October, with Fr. Manuel Goni;:alves,
Assistant to the Provincial of Portugal, as moderator. Fr.
Joseph Gross represented the General Council. The main
item discussed this time was the possibility of setting up
some sort of international Spiritan centre for ongoing formation or 'recyclage' . While the idea had much to recommend
it, when it came to the practical implications it was difficult
to arrive at a decision . The work already being done by the
Spiritan Centre for Research and Animation (based in Rome,
but with retreats and -courses in the circumscriptions) naturally formed part of the discussion. In the end it was
decided to appoint a small committee to look further into the
matter and possibly to make a proposal to next year's General Chapter. The other two main items discussed were: the
possibility of more international cooperation in the training of
scholastics at the level of theology; and the consultations
taking place in the different Provinces on the second draft of
the Constitutions in preparation for the General Chapter.
The hospitality of the Province of Spain was much appreciated, •and the participants were given the opportunity of
visiting some of its houses.

Portugal
On 8 Sept., nine young men began their nov1t1ate at
Espadanido, Braga, and five students made their perpetual
vows at a ceremony attended also by five of the first group
(of 13) who made their profession there 50 years ago . For
those celebrating the 50th anniversary of the first professions at Espadanido, it was encouraging to see that young
men are still coming forward to dedicate their lives to the
missions.
Earlier, at the beginning of August, more than 400 young
people took part in the first international missionary youth
pilgrimage on foot to Fatima - organized by the Spiritans to
mark the International Youth Year. They came from all
parts of Portugal and there were a few representatives from
Spain, France and Switzerland. They walked in three
groups, starting from Braga in the north, Braganza in the
north-east, and Lisbon in the south. Those from Lisbon
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took five days, while the other two groups took nine days,
and all three were joined by newcomers along the way.
Medical assistance was provided by the Red Cross and the
Knights of Malta, and the pilgrimage received coverage in
the press and on radio and television. All three groups
arrived in Fatima on 6 August and prayed together there on
the 6th and 7th. An atmosphere of friendliness and enthusiasm marked the pilgrimage (as it did the pilgrimage on foot
to Czestochowa in Poland in which Spiritans joined last year,
and which was organized in August again this year, with
Spiritans from European Provinces participating).
On 13 August the Portuguese Province lost one of its distinguished writers with the death of Fr. Antonio Brasio at the
age of 79. He was noted for his historical works, which
included 18 volumes of the Monumenta Missionaria Africana
and 5 volumes of the Spiritana Monumenta Historica.

Belgium
The Belgian Province held an assembly at Gentinnes on
12 Nov. under its new Provincial, Fr. Armand Berghmans, to
discuss future policy and in particular missionary animation
among the young. Thirty-two members were present, along
with Fr. Joseph Gross of the General Council and Frs. Arsene Aubert and Clemens van Kuyk, of the French and Dutch
Provincial Teams, who had been asked to provide information on what was being done in this line in their Provinces.
The assembly decided to step up the missionary and Spiritan
animation based at the Kongolo Memorial in Gentinnes, and
also to use the house at Namur as a foyer for contacts with
the young. Fr. Joseph Burgraff, who was recalled from his
assignment as a very energetic bursar at the Generalate to
serve as First Assistant to the Belgian Provincial, was given
the task of launching the Namur venture. (In Holland, a
three-man team - Frs. Cor Geraets, Rut Rutten and Simon
van Eck - has been working for the past two years from
Eindhoven to promote missionary interest among the young
along the lines of the -'Missionar auf Zeit' movement in Ger111any, in which young people are encouraged to work for the
missions and to go out on temporary assignments as associate Spiritans. There have also been some Spiritan vocations from this program in Germany.)

France
On 22 Sept., a square named after Blessed Daniel Brottier
was inaugurated at his birthplace, La Ferte Saint-Cyr. The
inauguration by the Mayor followed an open-air Mass celebrated by Bishop Goupy of Blois and Bishop Pierre Sagna,
C.S.Sp., of Saint-Louis, Senegal, and attended by 3,000
people. The homily was given by Bishop Sagna. In inaugurating the square, the Mayor unveiled a plaque on a house
near the statue of Fr. Brottier, and M. Jean Gosselin, General
Director of Auteuil, unveiled a plaque on the house in which
Fr. Brottier was born and in which there is an exhibition on
his life and work. An open-air lunch for a thousand persons
was served aher the inauguration. On the evening before, a
new film on Fr. Brottier and on the work of Auteuil had its
first showing in the parish church in which he was· baptized
and said his first Mass.
The year 1985 has marked the 125th anniversary of a
Congregation of Sisters closely related to the Spiritans. Fr.
Delaplace, one of Fr. Libermann's first followers, was General Secretary at Rue Lhomond under Fr. Schwindenhammer
when, in 1860, he founded with Jeanne-Marie Moisan the
Congregation of the Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary.
The original purpose was to run an orphanage, but the Sisters have since diversified into several fields, including missions in Argentina, Cuba and Cameroon. The motherhouse
is still at 41 Rue Lhomond, but, as 686 of the 874 Sisters
today are Canadian, the General Administration has moved
to Canada.

USA West
In keeping with Fr. Libermann's aim in founding his Congregation, Spiritans in the United States have always given a
large place to work among the Blacks, whether in Harlem or
in the southern dioceses. It is fitting, therefore, that a Spiritan, Fr. Louis Perreault, should have been chosen by the

Bishop of Lake Charles, Louisiana, as his Vicar for Black
Catholics, who make up 30 per cent of the diocese's Catholics. They also make up nearly half of the Black population
of the diocese: 21,000 out of 52,000. On 12 Oct. Fr. Perreault organized a Black Workshop, entitled 'Go Tell it on the
Mountain', at which Bishop Jude Speyrer of Lake Charles
presided. There were discussion groups, video presentations and art exhibits as well as the liturgy.

Trans-Canada
Fr. Peter Fleming, Principal of Neil McNeil High School, is
the current chairman ( 1984-86) of the Association of Catholic High School Principals in Toronto - an association that
groups 30 Catholic schools in the city. Two Spiritans before him - Frs. John Geary and Gerald Fitzgerald - also did
two-year terms as chairman in the 1970s.

Puerto Rico
The funeral of Fr. Victor (Walter) Mastalerz, who died on
8 Nov. at the age of 54, occasioned an outpouring of popular sentiment that showed in what esteem he had been held.
More than 3,000 people attended the funeral Mass, concelebrated by 50 priests in the plaza of Salinas, where he had
been assistant pastor. Flowers were dropped on the cortege from a police helicopter. The faithful were asked not to
bring flowers; instead, they contributed $2,100 to the seminary.

Indian Ocean Foundation
Three novices from Madagascar and two from Mauritius
began their novitiate in September at Saint-Gilles-les-Hauts,
Reunion, under Fr. Jean- Claude Jaquard. The novitiate was
previously held in 1982-83, and four from that year are at
present doing their theology in London.

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
27 Mar. : Fr. Wilhelm MEUTHEN (Germany).
60 Years of Profession:
11 Apr. : Frs. Walter ARENDT, Johann KIRSTEN and August SIMONS (Germany).

60 Years of Priesthood:
11 Apr. : Fr. Heinrich POHLEN (Alto Jurua).
50 Years of Profession:
25 Mar. : Brs. Antonius van ES (Holland) and Angelus van
MOORSEL (Bangui).

50 Years of Priesthood:
9 Feb.
Fr. Alexandre N'DIAYE (Senegal).
19 Apr. : Frs. Egon ENGEL and Wilhelm KUESTER (Alto Jurua).

Our Dead
3 Oct. : Br. Amable VARENNE (France), 80.
3 Oct. : Br. Samuel BIENVENU (France), 76.
5 Oct.
:Fr. Christopher RING (Ireland), 75.
9 Oct.
Fr. Joao PINTO DA SILVA (Portugal), 76.
5 Nov.
Fr. Johannes LOEHE (Kongolo), 47.
Fr. Walter V. MASTALERZ (Puerto Rico), 54.
8 Nov.
Fr. Vincent G. KMIECINSKI (USA/E), 93.
8 Nov.
Fr. Petrus VERSTEGEN (Holland), 73.
9 Nov.
18 Nov. Br. Maria-Josef ITTA (Germany), 74.
22 Nov. Fr. Paul J. LIPPERT (USA/E), 79.
29 Nov. Fr. Antoine RUSCHER (Martinique), 72.
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